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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 and 9 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
In claim 1 , line 5, "a incoming telephone call" is incorrect. 

In claim 1, line 9, "a incoming telephone call" is incorrect. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claiml -5, 9-1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
O'Brien [US 4,893,329]. 

Regarding claim 1 , O'Brien teaches an apparatus for intercepting telephone calls 
on a telephone channel connected to a telephone [col. 1, lines 7-17;col. 1, lines 30-42; 
Abstract], as shown in Fig. 1, comprising: 

a ring detector (12), in communication with the telephone channel, that is capable 
of detecting an incoming telephone call and that generates a ring signal upon detection 
of a incoming telephone call [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 4-17]; 

a user input device (i.e. key pad of a telephone set) that is capable of receiving 
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an input from a user indicating that the user desires not to be called [col. 2, lines 15-22; 
col. 7, lines 1 1-23; Figs. 1-2]; 

a counter (i.e. timer 72), responsive to the user input, programmed to count a 
selected amount of time from assertion of the user input [col. 5, lines 44-53]; and 

a delay circuit (i.e. microcontroller (14) , responsive to the counter, the ring signal 
and the user input, that is programmed to [col. 5, lines 44-53; col. 7, lines 1-44; Figs. 3, 
7]: 

allow the telephone to ring (i.e. normal mode operation) if an incoming call has 
been detected and if more than the selected amount of time has passed since the user 
input was last asserted [col. 7, lines 7-10; col. 2, lines 3-14; Figs. 4-7]; and 

prevent the telephone from ringing (i.e. defer mode operation) if an incoming 
call has been detected and if less than the selected amount of time has passed since 
the user input was last asserted [col. 7, lines 4-7; col. 2, lines 3-14; Figs. 4-7]. 

Claim 9 is essentially similar to claim 1 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 

Regarding claim 2, O'Brien further teaches the apparatus comprising: 
a telephone selection circuit, operatively coupled to a plurality of telephones, that 
includes a user input that indicates to the controller which of the plurality of telephones 
are to have ringing inhibited [col. 1, lines 43-56]. 
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Regarding claim 3, O'Brien further teaches the apparatus comprising a message 
playback circuit (i.e. voice synthesizer 16), responsive to the controller, that plays a 
message to an incoming caller when the controller inhibits ringing of the telephone [Fig. 
1 ; col. 2, lines 3-14; col. 8, lines 44-52]; 

Regarding claim 4, O'Brien further teaches the apparatus comprising a visual 
incoming call indicator that provides a visual indication (i.e. LED) that a telephone call is 
incoming while the telephone inhibited from ringing [col. 3, lines 18-26]. 

Regarding claim 5, O'Brien further teaches the apparatus, wherein the visual 
incoming call indicator comprises an indicator light (i.e. light emitting diode (LED)) [col. 
3, lines 18-26]. 

Regarding claims 10-12, the limitations are shown above. 

Regarding claim 13, O'Brien further teaches the method, wherein the determining 
step is completed by a circuit that is integrated into the telephone [col. 5, lines 23-43]. 

Regarding claim 14, O'Brien further teaches the method, wherein the determining 
step is completed by a circuit controlled by a telephone exchange carrier (i.e. Central 
Office) [Fig. 8; col. 2, lines 33-41]. 
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Regarding claim 15, O'Brien further teaches the method the steps of: a. receiving 
from a user an input of at least one selected caller telephone number; 
storing the telephone number in a memory; 

upon receiving an incoming telephone call, comparing an incoming number 
corresponding to the incoming telephone call to the selected caller telephone number 
stored in the memory; and 

if the incoming number matches the selected caller telephone number then 
executing a first action (i.e. normal mode), otherwise executing a second action (i.e. 
defer mode) different from the first action [col. 7, lines 4-7; col. 2, lines 3-14; Figs. 4-7]. 

Regarding claims 16-17, the limitations are shown above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
O'Brien as applied to claim 4 above, and further in view of Gordon et al [US 5,459,584]. 
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Regarding claim 6, O'Brien does not teach expressly a video display generator 
and a video display circuit. 

Gordon et al teaches, a video display generator 199 and a RF modulator 
suitable for supplying a display signal shown in Fig. 9, wherein the primary function of 
the processor is to intercept incoming calls [col. 16, lines 41-53; col. 19, lines 5-8] ; 
and a text message is generated using the keypad 196 in conjunction with 
processor (195) relating to a telephone call destined for the user of the telephone 
[Fig. 9; col. 16, line 25 to col. 17, line 5; col. 18, lines 64 to col. 19, 17]. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to Gordon et al with O'Brien in order to provide an alternative to a 
paperless terminal [Gordon et al; col. 16, lines 41-43]. 

Regarding claims 7-8, the limitations arte shown above. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Fuller et al [US 4,893,335] teach call screening using a programmed control 

system [Abstract]. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramnandan Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7529. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH (8:00-5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571) 272-7564. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ramnandan Singh 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2646 
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